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In August 2005 the Center for Human Rights and Global Justice (CHRGJ) released a report titled The Missing Piece of the Puzzle: Caste Discrimination and the Conflict in Nepal. The report’s key finding is that caste discrimination is a root cause and insidious consequence of the conflict in Nepal.  Dalits have been abused by both Maoist insurgents and government security forces.  Since the release of the report, the CHRGJ has engaged in domestic and international advocacy initiatives to draw attention to caste and the conflict in Nepal.  Advocacy tools to be discussed include the Center’s recent oral statement before the Committee Against Torture for use in the Committee’s State party examination of Nepal.  
· For more information, see the report and Committee statement at www.nyuhr.org/nepalreport.html. 
· For more on caste discrimination generally see www.hrw.org/campaigns/caste. 
· For more information on international efforts to combat caste discrimination worldwide visit the International Dalit Solidarity Network’s website: www.idsn.org 
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Get Involved
· Support activities that encourage the U.S. government to revise its position on restoring multi-party democracy in Nepal: see Canadian Network for Democratic Nepal (CNDN) at http://www.pdfnepal.com/. 
· Join the Nepalese Democratic Youth Council- USA (NDYC-USA), an organization committed to preserving democracy and democratic values in Nepal through advocacy in the US:  http://ndycusa.org, contact Anand Bist at anandbist@hotmail.com; 917-442-7405.  Additional Contact Sanjaya Parajuli at parajulis@gmail.com or 917-902-2667. 

· Contact Friends of Nepal (FON) NJ; http://www.fonnj.org/ and get involved as a volunteer in their Nepal micro-credit income generating project.  Contact Dr. Tulsi Maharjan at tmaharja@raritanval.edu.; 908-883-2668.

· Help the America Nepal Friendship Society, Inc. (ANFS) with projects, discussions, and other events to help build awareness and promote understanding about the situation in Nepal.  http://www.anfs-usa.org.  Contact Dr. Tara Niraula at drniraula@yahoo.com, 212-491-0378; Additional contact Secretary Ryan Moser at   <rmoser@gmail.com> 

· Volunteer with the Ridgewood Nepalese Society, a diaspora community in Ridgewood Queens of about 500 Nepalis.  Contact Mohan Gyawali and mohan_gyawali@yahoo.com; 646-299-0447. 
· Join the recently established organization “Adhikar,” dedicated to protecting the health, legal access and educational needs of the Nepali immigrant community.  Contact Luna Ranjit, co-founder and President: <luna.ranjit@gmail.com> 

· Join the Nepalese Journalist Association: http://www.nepalipost.com/  and ensure that caste is being covered in the news media.

· Contribute your opinions to and stay current with  www.nepalitimes.com  and www.nepalnews.com as well as Nepali BBC Service online: http://www.bbc.co.uk/nepali
· Contribute to the Nepal Digest Foundation by submitting online articles about caste in Nepal: http://thenepaldigest.org/pastissues.htm.  Please contact Mr. RJ Singh at RJPS <rjpsingh@gmail.com> about submissions.

· Support water and education projects for extremely needy villages in Nepal by attending Shikshya Ko Asha (Hope for Education) at NYU Law School, 40 Washington Square South, Saturday, December 3, 2005 (7-11pm).  Contact event coordinator: Rajeev Goyal at rg745@nyu.edu; 516-984-7138.  Key note address by Gopal Khanna, former CFO to the Executive Office of the President.

· Support the Living Earth Institute (LEI) www.living-earth.org, a 501(c)(3) organization based in Seattle, focused on bringing water to Dalit communities in Nepal.  Contact Pam Elardo, PE, President at pamelardo@comcast.net.  Or contact Nepal Project Manager, Rajeev Goyal rg745@nyu.edu
