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Ruling Shows Government Obfuscated on CIA Interrogation Techniques 
Rights Groups Welcome Court Ruling on CIA Documents, Call for More Disclosure 

 
(Washington DC and New York)—A court ruling that the CIA had interpreted Freedom of 
Information (FOIA) requests on specific interrogation techniques too narrowly must be followed 
by further disclosures by the government, said three prominent human rights groups today, one 
day after a key ruling in its FOIA litigation against the CIA.   
 
The groups—Amnesty International USA (AIUSA), the Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR), 
and the Center for Human Rights and Global Justice (CHRGJ) at NYU School of Law—
welcomed the ruling, which rejected the CIA’s refusal to search for documents pertaining to the 
“attention grasp” because plaintiffs had used the term “attention shake” in their FOIA request.  
The “attention grasp” was acknowledged in the Office of Legal Council (OLC) memos as one of 
ten interrogation techniques used on CIA detainees. 
 
“We applaud the Court’s ruling that the government’s reading was too narrow, but this was just 
one instance of countless where the CIA read our request too narrowly or likely went to great 
lengths to avoid disclosure of sensitive and publicly important information about its interrogation 
program,” said CCR Staff attorney, Gitanjali S. Guttierez. “The CIA continues to fail to abide 
by the basic principles of accountability in favor of secrecy and deception in matters that the 
American public deserves to know the truth about. We hope that this ruling will be a first step 
toward long-overdue transparency.” 
 
The groups have ongoing FOIA litigation against other government agencies seeking information 
about individuals who are—or have been—held by the U.S. government or detained with U.S. 
involvement as part of the government’s ghost detention, rendition, and coercive interrogation 
program. 
 
Background 
AIUSA, CCR, and CHRGJ have filed FOIA requests with several U.S. government agencies, 
including the CIA. The groups filed the lawsuit in June of 2007. Morrison & Foerster LLP serves 
as co-counsel in the case. The requests also seek information about the government’s legal 
justifications for its secret detention and extraordinary rendition programs. Comprehensive 
information about the identities and locations of prisoners in CIA custody—as well as the 
conditions of their detention and the specific interrogation methods used against them—has never 
been publicly revealed. The rights groups charge that this lack of transparency continues to 



prevent scrutiny by the public and the courts, leaving detainees vulnerable to abuse and torture. 
 
For more information about the organizations involved, please see their websites: 
www.amnestyusa.org, www.ccrjustice.org, or www.chrgj.org.  
 
To see the most recent documents from this CIA filing, as well as the prior filings and the 
documents previously released through this litigation, go to http://ccrjustice.org/GhostFOIA. 
 
 
 


