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Two months after Haiti’s devastating January
12, 2010 earthquake, and despite a massive
international mobilization, hundreds of thousands
of earthquake survivors live without the most basic
human needs, especidally shelter, food and
hedlthcare. These violations of Haitians’ economic
and social human rights have been widely
reported in the press for weeks, but the problem
persists. Earthquake survivors continue to suffer,
and to die because they cannot get help. Experts
predict a second catastrophe as the impending
rainy season combined with poor sanitation,
overcrowded and leaky housing, and inadequate
food and medicine threatens epidemics of disease.

Two organizations that work with Haiti’s poor,
the U.S.-based LAMP for Haiti and the Port-au-
Prince based Bureau des Avocafs Infernafionaux
{BAI), undertook to measure the difference
between the aid promised to Haiti and the aid
actudlly received on the streets of Port-au-Prince
and other stricken cities, by collecting data about
the current living conditions of earthquake
survivors. The organizations then recruited a
collaboration of researchers, statisticians, law
students and lawyers who processed the data and
generated the current report.

The two surveys used different methodologies.
LAMP sent a team of U.S.-based investigators, who
worked with Haitian student volunteers to conduct
intensive interviews with 90 families in six different
Internally Displaced Persons {IDP) camps from
February 2225, 2010. The BAIl asked Haitian
grassroots organizations to conduct less intensive
interviews with members of their communities, and
received information from 4,528 families in six
communes {municipalities) the week of February
15.

The information collected from both surveys
demonstrates that most earthquake victims have
not received the basic aid necessary to sustain
human life:

d food deliveries have been sporadic,
infrequent, and apparently arbitrary;

d less than a quarter of people in IDP camps
have enclosed, waterproof housing;

d sanitation conditions are deplorable-latrines
are few and they fill quickly, forcing people
to defecate on the ground, in the street, in
nearby woods or in a plastic bag;

d medical care has been inconsistent and short
term, and there is no mental health services
at any surveyed camp; and

d in no surveyed camp had plans to employ
workers been implemented. No schools
had been established for children, no
programs or policies created to give special
attention to those most vulnerable: children,
the elderly, the infirm and the disabled.
With no nationwide resettlement or
rebuilding plan, many have resigned
themselves to a more permanent stay in the
encampments.

The survey respondents identified procedural
shortcomings in the aid effort that contributed to
the substantive failures in delivering aid. Time and
again participants noted how aid could be
distributed better, despite the many obstacles
imposed by the earthquake itself. These
suggestions have not been integrated into the aid
effort, because people in the camps have not been
consulted. Aid is delivered according to plans
drawn up outside the camps, with no apparent
consultation with people inside the camps.

Of course, more aid is reaching Haiti’s
earthquake viclims every day, so in the time it took
to process the data and write this report, conditions
have improved. But all the information received up



