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- tRB. 16,2000 S

THE BECRETARY OF ETATE . -~
WASHINGTON.

 DearMr. Cheirman:

Yesmday we disausaed how the Depamnent of Stats vlewed the

- inxamat;onal logal obligations thit flow ftom Common Article 3 of the

f US law.

Geneva Convenhons, in compaﬁaon with other relevnnt legal stanﬂards n

Our imernational parme:s expeot thatwa wzll undemke good t‘aith

* Interpretations of the Conventions® taxt, consistent with their object and

purpose, In a case where the treaty's termg are intiorently vague, itis
appropriats for & state to look 1o its own legal framework, precedents,

- - goncepts, and norms inmherpreﬂngthes—stemwmdoarryinguut its
-international obligations. Such practics in the applicstion of a treity is an

reference point in internations] law. The proposed legistation

accepted

- would strengthan U.S, adherénce to Common Article 3 of the Geneva .+
- . Conventions because it wouldaddmeaningful &eﬁmtiomndolanﬁcaﬁonﬁo

.vaguetermslutheu'eatias.. I

In the Department's view, ﬁxm is not, nnd should not be. my

" inconsistency Wwith respect'to the substantive behavior that i prohibitad in.

paragrapha (a) and (o) of Section 1 of Cominon Article 3 and the behavior .

that is prohibited as “ctuel, inhuman, or deprading frestment or pum'shmem,“
Agginst -

; '-asthatphmsewdeﬁnsdinmeus reservation to the Convention
" Torture. matmbstanﬂvaatandardwasn!souﬁl&edbyCongressinthe

Detainiee Treatment Act. Thus it is & reagonable, good faith interpretation of |

- Common Article 3 to state, ag the proposed Iegmlaﬁon doez, that the
probibitions found in the Detajnes Tréatment Act of 2005 fully satisfy the

obhgatiomofﬂwUmtedStatesvmhrespmmﬂmmdardsfordmnnqn .

and tregtment established inthose paragraphs of Commen Amc:le 3.

'. The Honorable

-+ John Warmer, -
Chairman,
Committes on Armed Semces,
‘United States Senate,
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The Department of State supparts § thla lengauon and we believe it : .
will-halp danons&at;toaurmﬁcnalpa_mwﬂume are commiwcdto
compliange with, CommonAmass
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